Discussion
The molecule of the title compound contains five rings: two phenyl, two uracil, and one piperidine ring. Therefore, it conforms to the alleged 'dimer' proclaimed in the literature [2] . The uracil rings are almost planar (largest deviations from leastsquares planes are 0.06 and 0.04 Å,r espectively), and the piperidine adopts achair conformation with the two substituents in equatorial positions. The benzyl groups are twisted into perpendicular orientations with respect to the uracil rings. In the figure, hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. The chiral centre at C2 has the R configuration due to its synthetic provenience from D-ornithine. In this molecule, potential acceptor groups outnumber donor groups. The only NH donor exhibits arather weak (presumably because of sterical hindrance) hydrogen bond to the carbonyl O3 i (d(H···acceptor) =2 .72 Å, d(donor···acceptor) = 3.485(5) Å, ∠donor-H···acceptor =151°). In addition, two weak C-H···Ncontacts, shorter than the sum of van der Waals radii, are observed. Thus, the nitrile N5 accepts ah ydrogen bond from C28-H ii (2.68 Å,3.469(5) Å,142°), and N8 from C10-H iii (2.71 Å,3.550(6) Å,145°). Symmetry codes: (i) -x,1/2+y,3/2-z;(ii) 1/2+x,5/2-y,2-z;(iii) -x,-1/2+y,5/2-z. 
